
 
March 3, 2017 

IMPORTANT DATES 

March 7 – PTA Meeting – 7:00 – 8:00 PM – Beverly Elementary 

March 9 – 12 – BEF Annual District Garage Sale – Bingham Farms – see article below 

March 10 – Reading Buddy Breakfast 8:00 AM – 8:40 PM 

March 10 – Half Day for Students – School Dismisses at 12:05 PM 

March 13 – Birmingham African American Family Network Meeting – 6:00 – 7:00 PM – Groves  

March 14 – Celebration of the Arts – Beverly School – 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM  

March 20 – Evening with Dr. Michele Borba – 7:00 PM – Seaholm High School Auditorium 

March 21 – Play Smart, Play Safe – 7:00 PM – Educational & Administrative Center 

March 22 – Parent Teacher Conferences – 5:00 PM – 8:00 PM 

March 23 – Parent Teacher Conferences – 1:00 – 4:00 PM and 5:00 – 8:00 PM 

March 22 – 24 – Spring Book Fair – see article below for times 

March 25 – Battle of the Books – Seaholm High School – students should arrive 9:30 AM 

April 3 through 7 – Spring Break – No School  

April 10 – Return to School – following Spring break 

  

BPS Water Testing Update  

Following water testing completed in December, BPS is working to create a full remediation 
plan while addressing areas of concern throughout the district. As the district tested all water 
sources in the district, it was not unexpected to receive results showing some water sources 
having elevated levels of copper and/or lead. The district is working diligently to address these 
issues and communicate our progress. 

  



For up-to-date information about our progress and the results of retests, we encourage you to 
visitwww.birmingham.k12.mi.us/water. PowerPoint presentations with pictures of the sites are 
listed for each building and will be updated as work progresses.    

WHAT STEPS HAS BPS TAKEN? 

·         We have shared water testing results with the principals this week, staff and families at 
each building. 

·         Where appropriate, water sources have been shut off until repairs can be made. 

·         A full remediation plan is being developed and work has already begun in some areas in 
the district. 

·         Retesting has taken place in some areas where repairs have been made, and retesting 
additional areas of concern will continue to be part of the remediation process. 

·         Updates will be made to www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/water throughout the process.  

  

The safety of our students and staff continues to be our number one priority. Our proactive 
approach to water testing exceeds the recommendations from the Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality, and the district will continue to test sample locations on a rotating 
schedule as we move forward.  

We want to thank you for your continued support throughout this process and encourage you 
to visitwww.birmingham.k12.mi.us/water for FAQs, test results and updates. 

  

AN EVENING WITH DR. MICHELE BORBA – Author of Unselfie 

Monday, March 20, 2017 

7:00 p.m. 
Seaholm High School Auditorium 
2436 West Lincoln 
Birmingham, 48009 

 

Dr. Michele Borba will return to the district to help families and community members continue 
the journey into Empathy for an evening presentation in March. Dr. Borba will focus on 
children, teens, parenting, bullying and moral development. Her work helps strengthen 
character and resilience, builds stronger families and reduces peer cruelty. The session will help 
participants learn practical, research-based skills that will provide you with the tools needed to 
support our children. This event is free to the public and sponsored by BPS, Birmingham Youth 
Assistance, School Community Partnership and Baldwin Public Library. For more information, 
contact Marcia Wilkinson at 248.203.3026 or email mwilkinson@birmingham.k12.mi.us 
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BEVERLY STUDENT ART CALENDAR – CORRECTION! 

If you purchased a Beverly Student Art Calendar this year, please note the following 
correction:  the PTA meeting will be held on TUESDAY, MARCH 7 rather than March 14 as 
shown on the calendar.  At the time of printing, the date for Celebrate the Arts was not 
known.  Celebrate the Arts will be held on Tuesday, March 14, thus moving the PTA meeting up 
one week.   

  

READING BUDDY BREAKFAST: FRIDAY, MARCH 10 

Mark your calendar and plan to attend Beverly’s 2nd annual Reading Buddy Breakfast on Friday, 
March 10 from 8:00 – 8:40 am.  All Beverly students are invited to bring a “reading buddy” 
(parent, grandparent, special family member, neighbor) to school that morning.  Fruit and 
beverages (Starbucks coffee for the adults!) will be provided.  Bagels will be for sale by the PTA 
for $1.  Students will have a chance to eat and read with their reading buddy before school starts. 

To help us plan for this event, please RSVP at the following Signup Genius link: 
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0949a9a92ea3fe3-reading 

  

SPRING BOOK FAIR 

Have S’more fun with books!! Our Scholastic Spring Book fair is right around the corner! We will 
kick off our Happy Camper-themed fair with our ALL FOR BOOKS Battle of the Grades Coin 
contest March 13-17. The Book Fair will be open March 22 from 3:30pm-8pm, March 23 from 
11:30am-8pm, and March 24th from 3:30pm-5pm. Stop in after or before conferences to check 
out your child’s wish list. If you are unable to attend the fair in person, we invite you to visit our 
online fair.  www.scholastic.com/fair Interested in volunteering? Please email Marla Mellon at 
marlamellon@gmail.com 

  

BATTLE OF THE BOOKS – SATURDAY, MARCH 25 – SEAHOLM HIGH SCHOOL 

  

Due to the number of participants (over 700 students and almost 150 teams!) the Battle of the 
Books will be moved to the gym at Seaholm High School. Everything else is the same, just the 
location is changing. Students should arrive at 9:30 AM.  Battle starts promptly at 10:00 AM. 
Please contact Stephanie Klimmek, Head of Youth Services at Baldwin Public Library at 248-554-
4670, if you have any questions. 

  

SAFETY UNITS - MICHIGAN MODEL FOR HEALTH 

The Michigan Model for Health is a progressive health curriculum that provides comprehensive 
health education for students in grades K-12. This year, a portion of our health curriculum in 
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kindergarten through fifth grade includes a safety unit required by the Michigan Department of 
Education.  

The primary goal of the program is to encourage students to maintain healthy behaviors and to 
partner with their home, school and community to reduce unhealthy behaviors. To do so, it is 
important that we partner with families to help children make positive choices. The Michigan 
Model for Health curriculum effectively provides children with the skills to make good choices.  

Each concept includes developmentally appropriate lessons that teach the skills needed for 
self-protection. As a result of these lessons, students will:  

 Develop the ability to distinguish between safe and unsafe situations  

 Learn assertive self-protection skills such as saying “no” and seeking help from a trusted 
adult  

 Identify those trusted adults they can go to for help  

Please review the safety units for each grade level below. These lessons will be taught in your 
child’s class throughout April and May. May has been identified as “Safety Month” at Beverly 
Elementary. If you have any questions or would like to review the health curriculum materials, 
please do not hesitate to contact me at jhitchcock@birmingham.k12.mi.us    

For additional information, please log onto http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-
74638_74639_29233---,00.html  

  

DISABILITY AWARENESS WORKSHOP 

Volunteers Needed! 

The Disability Awareness Workshop will be presented to all Beverly Elementary’s 4th grade 
students on Thursday March 9. This program is a hands-on, activity based workshop whose 
main emphasis is to help student’ understand how difficult and complex daily living can be for 
individuals with disabilities. The program includes activities centered on an empathetic 
understanding of physical, speech, hearing, vision and learning impairments. The students 
participate in a wheelchair obstacle course, wear glasses that give them momentary vision 
impairments, experience speaking with an electric larynx and experience several reading 
disabilities. The goal is for the students to learn through this hands-on experience that people 
should be respected no matter how they may look, act, walk or talk. 

  

Please consider volunteering to help with the workshop. We need about 15 volunteers to run 
our activities effectively. You can choose to volunteer in the morning (8:40 - 11:30 am) or 
afternoon (1:25 - 2:30). Please sign up soon to ensure your preferred time slot is available. You 
will have the opportunity to experience firsthand this rewarding workshop alongside your 4th 
grader, as it is a fun and meaningful experience for volunteers, as well as the students. Please 
call/text Laura O’Brien at (313)701-2133 or email gobrien15840@comcast.net with any 
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questions and/or to sign up to volunteer. Please indicate your preference of morning or 
afternoon, or stay all day for both sessions and receive a free lunch! Thanks in advance for your 
participation and support!  

  

SCIENCE OLYMPIAD 2017 –PARENT VOLUNTEERS WANTED!!! 

Parent volunteers are needed.  If you are interested in helping, please contact Ms. Konen or 
Miss Freedman. 

Our competition this year will be held at West Maple Elementary on April 22, 2017 from 
8:00am-2:30pm. Any and all questions can be directed to Ms. Konen or Miss. Freedman 
(mkonen@birmingham.k12.mi.us and/or mfreedman@birmingham.k12.mi.us )  

  

SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNING – RULER APPROACH   

Recognizing emotions in others 

Understanding the causes and consequences of emotions  

Labeling emotions accurately 

Expressing emotions appropriately  

Regulating emotions effectively 

Social Emotional Learning is a philosophy for how educators, families, and communities partner 
to promote students’ social, emotional, and academic learning.  The Beverly Elementary staff is 
currently being trained in the RULER approach supported by the Yale Center for Emotional 
Intelligence.  We believe this approach is a vehicle to reach the social emotional learning 
standards & needs of all our of students.  Please take the survey below to share your thoughts 
on additional training for parents to learn about the RULER approach & other topics.  Thank you 
for your time. To learn more about the RULER approach feel free to visit their website at 
ei.yale.edu/. Please click on this survey link: tinyurl.com/rulersurvey. 

IT’S YEARBOOK TIME!  

Beginning today, yearbooks are on sale through April 1st, 2017.  Online purchases only.  

Cost is $18.00 and includes ALL grades, pre-K 3 and pre-K 4 classes. 

  

To order your yearbook: 

go to: http://www.online-pay.memorybook.com/parent 

  

Use Pay Code: 83956 
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Enter your students; 

 grade 

 teacher 
 first and last name 

 your email 
 payment method 

You will receive a confirmation email.  If you have any questions, please reach out to: 

Kari Silcox - ksilcox1@gmail.com 

Heidi Bambrough - husker165@hotmail.com 

  

BEVERLY PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION 

Do you or a neighbor have a preschool age child interested in attending Beverly Preschool next 
fall?  It’s time to register!  Online registration for the 2017-2018 school year is now 
open.  Registration information and instructions can be found on the PRESCHOOL tab under 
PROGRAMS & ACTIVITIES on the Beverly website. For more information, please contact Janice 
Hausman at 248-203-3158 or jhausman@birmingham.k12.mi.us. 

  

ANNOUNCING THE 2nd ANNUAL BEVERLY ELEMENTARY DIY FESTIVAL!! 

Tuesday – May 23 – Save the Date!! The festival is open to all current Beverly students and 
alumni. If you can’t make it to the meeting, email Ashley Caza (ac2@me.com) for more 
information. Stay tuned to the PTA FB page and enews for updates. 

  

BEVERLY “BOX TOP” NEWS… 

Congratulations to the January Box Top Winner - Mrs. Christ's class with 372!   The Box Top 
Program generated 2056 box tops for Beverly School this month for a total of $205 for the 
month of January and $808 for the 2016-2017 school year. The next collection date is March 1. 
Keep them coming!!  

The following classrooms reached 500 and will be contacted to pick out a playground or 
classroom game!! --Mrs. Siegel, Ms. Freedman, Mrs. Christ, Ms. Palmer and Mr. Iatrou. 
Congratulations!!  

Check out the PTA board in the main lobby each month to see how each classroom is doing.   
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How can you help the school earn even more cash? You can download the Box Top for 
Education App. Follow the directions once downloaded, and help Beverly reach new box top 
earning heights! *Earnings are automatically added to the school account.   

  

District News… 

BEF GARAGE SALE 

This year’s Birmingham Education Foundation Garage Sale, which benefits all BPS students, will 
be held on Saturday, March 11 (9:00 am – 2:00 pm) and Sunday, March 12 (10:00 am – 1:00 
pm.)  Please note the new location:  Bingham Farms Elementary, on 13 Mile Road between 
Telegraph & Lahser. 

Donations are needed!  You may drop off clothing, toys, books, furniture, bicycles, electronics, 
household items, etc. on Thursday, March 9 (4:30 – 8:00 pm) or Friday, March 10 (12:30 – 8:00 
pm.) 

Volunteers are needed!  If you are available to help during the drop off or sale days, please 
contact Carol Berg at 248-514-0128 or firstattempt@comcast.net. 

Volunteer hours: 

anytime Thursday, March 9 from 4 to 10 pm   (minimum 2 hours) 

anytime Friday, March 10 from noon (possibly earlier) to 10 pm   (minimum 2 hours) 

Saturday, March 11  either 7:30 am to 11:30 pm OR 11 am to 2:30 pm 

Sunday, March 12   9:45 am to 2:00 pm 

PLEASE REPLY TO Carol Berg  firstattempt@comcast.net 

Please include your preference and YOUR NAME 

  

PLAY SMART, PLAY SAFE 

Tuesday, March 21 at 7:00 PM 

BPS EDUCATION & ADMINISTRATION CENTER 

31301 Evergreen, Beverly Hills MI 48025  

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: ksalter@birmingham.k12.mi.us 

Play Smart, Play Safe is a forum on sports and concussion designed to help parents dispel myths 
and to understand the facts. A panel discussion followed by Questions and Answers with the 
audience.  

PANEL OF EXPERTS: 

• DR. JEFF KUTCHER - SPORTS NEUROLOGIST 
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• JOANNE C. GERSTNER - SPORTS JOURNALIST 

• DR. PETER BIGLIN - SPORTS MED. PHYSICIAN 

• KELLY SALTER - GROVES ATHLETIC TRAINER 

  

SUMMER FUN GUIDE   

Though the groundhog saw its shadow, predicting 6 more weeks of winter, it’s still time to think 
summer!  Community Ed’s Summer Fun Guide 2017 is now available online at 
www.communityed.net.  Registration will open on February 15. 

  

BPS SUPER STEM SATURDAYS ENRICHMENT PROGRAM 

Our mission is to expose, engage, and excite BPS students about Science Technology 
Engineering, and Math (STEM) - and don't forget Art!  The Super STEM Saturdays Enrichment 
Program is designed to inspire students to become tomorrow’s STEM innovators. This program 
offers interactive hands-on engineering/science lessons, activities, and opportunities to hear 
from guest speakers in STEM and medical related fields.  In addition to STEM related themes, 
there will be a focus on team building, problem solving, questioning, character building, and 

communication. Space is limited - sign up soon.  Full STEAM Ahead ! Go 

to  http://bpsregister.com/  Clubs and organizations.  

Session III: 4th-7th Grade March 25, April 22 & 29. Registration Deadline 3/10 

Session IV: Coding and Programming, 6th-8th Grade Only, April 22 & 29. Registration Deadline 
3/10 –  

Limited to first 20 students. 

 For questions or comments, please contact Doug Baltz at DBaltz@birmingham.k12.mi.us.    

  

BEVERLY HILLS LITTLE LEAGUE 2017 REGISTRATION … 

Late fees are lifted until March 6.  We still need to fill out a team in Majors (ages 11-12) and 
add a few players to the six minor teams (ages 9-10).  Therefore, late fees have been lifted until 
March 6.  You can register right up until evaluations on March 4. To be fair, this applies to Tee-
Ball, Youth Baseball and Softball – but spaces are limited.  

Season is April 17 – June 16    

Register on line: www.BeverlyHillsLittleLeague.org 

**See attached informational flyer ** 

SPRING SPORTS ARE COMING SOON! 
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Sign-ups and information nights are starting to take place for these great community sports 
teams.  For up to date information, please go to the district home page and click on enews 
under the Quick Links heading. You will then see a Non-district Sports heading in the left 
column.  This will take you to the information about spring sports.  You can also click on this link 
to go directly to that page.  http://www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/Page/6364 

  

BIRMINGHAM AFRICAN AMERICAN FAMILY NETWORK MEETINGS…  

Next meeting is - Monday, March 13 from 6 - 7pm @ Groves High School.  

Here are the meeting dates until the end of the school year: 

The meetings are always held on Mondays from 6 to 7 pm in the Groves High School staff 
planning room. Please plan to join us! 

Dates are as follows: 

March 13 

April 10 

May 8 

June 12 (end of year/wrap up meeting) 

SATURDAY SCHOOL 

Saturday School will take place from 9:00-11:00 am in the Berkshire Middle School media 
center. BPS Saturday School welcomes all K-12 students who need extra tutoring or academic 
assistance. If your child is interested in attending Saturday School, there is no prior sign-up 
needed. The program runs on a drop-in basis. If you have any questions or concerns, please visit 
bpssaturday.weebly.com for more details or contact one of the Saturday School coordinators 
(David Brooks, Matt Fairchild, Mike Lince, Carman Smith) listed on the website. There is no 
charge for Saturday School, but a $3 donation is suggested so that we can continue to provide 
snacks and supplies for students. We look forward to seeing you on Saturdays!  

Saturday School remaining sessions for the 2016-2017 school year: 

March: 4, 11, 18, 25 

April: 22, 29 

May: 6, 13, 20 

To receive text message communication about Saturday School closings and announcements, 
please sign up for our Remind 101.  To do so, please text the message @satschool to 
81010.  We don’t want you to be the only one showing up to Saturday School if there is an 
unexpected closing http://bpssaturday.weebly.com 

  

http://www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/Page/6364
http://bpssaturday.weebly.com/


OAKLAND SCHOOLS… 

OAKLAND PARENT ENGAGEMENT NETWORK (O-PEN) 

  (O-PEN) is hosting parent-focused learning events. Come join us in learning together! 

Each session will provide opportunities for parents to: 

• gain practical strategies for home and school – on topics important to your child(ren) success; 
• network with other parents – share experiences and ideas related to your child(ren)’s 

academic, personal, social, and emotional learning;  
• expand your knowledge – extend your skills related to your child(ren)’s learning with tools 

and resources to help enhance their success; and 

• increase your voice and access – influence resources within your school and district. 
  

Oakland Schools is hosting the second of three parent learning events. The link below will 
provide you with information on this free learning event focused on literacy and ways to help 
your preschool - 5th grade student(s) learn in this area.  

We hope you will help you will help get this information to parents throughout Oakland 
County.  

LITERACY AND YOUR CHILDS SUCCESS – EVENT 2 – March 14 - For information, click on this link: 

http://tinyurl.com/literacy31417 

  

FRIENDS OF DIFFERENT LEARNERS MEETING are open and free to everyone! 

Join Friends of Different Learners! Just $10.00! 

Additional donations help us provide high quality speakers at our monthly meetings and 
support our annual projects like LINKS, the Disability Awareness Workshop, and the Camp & 
Resource Fair + Micro Businesses. 

Annual Memberships are valid September - August. 

 Sign Up for our News & Notes weekly email! 

You can become a member at the meeting or you can register on-line and while you are on-line 
you can also sign up for our weekly News & Notes to keep informed about all the latest 
happenings! Check out our web site for information about local and national resources that 
provide help for struggling students and their families. 

For more information, contact Jane Konoya at 248-497-2706 or jkonoya@gmail.com . Or visit 
www.friendsofdifferentlearners.org 

  

REPORTING ABSENCES AND TARDIES- Report every day student is absent 
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School Absence Reporting email: beverlyattendance@gmail.com 

School Absence Reporting Line: 248-203-3150 #2 

If your child is arriving late, (after the bell at 8:49 AM), please escort your son/daughter into the 
office, and sign in your child in the blue notebook. If you are reporting your child absent or 
tardy for the day, please call the Attendance phone line at 248-203-3150 or email the Beverly 
attendance email at: beverlyattendance@gmail.com. Please report all student absences and 
tardies to the school office. 

For any other reason, problem, or question, please contact the main office at 248-203-3150 or 
directly email school secretaries, Linda Johnson at ljohnson@birmingham.k12.mi.us or Nancy 
Damman ndamman@birmingham.k12.mi.us. For extended absences, (students out 5 or more 
days) please inform the office prior to the student’s absence. Please complete the extended 
absence form prior to the absence.  

  

What’s happening at Beverly?    

There are several ways to stay up to date on what’s happening at Beverly Elementary!  

 Visit Beverly’s website at http://www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/Beverly for events and 
Calendar.      

 Follow us on Twitter @ Beverly_Bobcats for news, updates, information and school 
closings 

 Receive important updates and urgent information via text through the Remind system. 
Text @bevprinc to 81010. 

Have a great weekend!  

  

Warmly, 

Jamii 

Jamii J. Hitchcock, Ph.D. 

Principal 

Beverly Website |Remind | Beverly Twitter   

  

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: 

The Board of Education is committed to maintaining a learning/working environment in which 
all individuals are treated with dignity and respect, free from discrimination and harassment. 
There will be no tolerance for discrimination or harassment on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, religion, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, genetic information, disability or age. The 
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District prohibits harassment and other forms of discrimination whether occurring at school, on 
District property, in a District vehicle, or at any District related activity or event. The 
Superintendent will designate compliance officers and develop and implement regulations for 
the reporting, investigation and resolution of complaints of discrimination or harassment. The 
following people have been designated to handle inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination 
policies: Students - Inquiries related to discrimination on the basis of disability should be 
directed to: Executive Director of Special Education, 31301 Evergreen Road, Beverly Hills, MI 
48025, 248.203.3000. Direct all other inquiries related to discrimination to: Assistant 
Superintendent of Human Resources, 31301 Evergreen Road, Beverly Hills, MI 48025, 
248.203.3000. 
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